
 

 

August 6,  2019 
 
Dear CCSD Families and Community Members: 

The start of the new school year is one month away.  CCSD is excited to welcome our new and returning students 
and staff members to the 2019-20 school year. CCSD staff will participate in two days of in-service (August 27 and 
28) followed by two work days (August 29 and 30) as we prepare our buildings and classrooms for our students’ 
first day of school on (Tuesday, September 3).  Once again, CCSD is pleased to welcome Dr. Cristal McGill for our 
in-service; she will be working with CCSD staff on Wednesday, August 28.  Her work will focus on helping us 
improve the educational context we provide our students by expanding our trauma informed practices; this work is a 
critical piece of the district’s 2019-2022 Strategic Plan and more importantly our efforts to better support the social 
and emotional well-being of the students we are privileged to serve.   

As we prepare for the start of the 2019-20 school year, it’s important for our island community to stay connected 
with our state legislature.  Last week the Alaska House and Senate approved HB 2001 which reversed the majority 
of the $444 million vetoed by Governor Dunleavy in June from the state’s FY 20 (2019-20 school year) operating 
budget.  From the date of transmittal of HB 2001, Governor Dunleavy has 20 days, excluding Sundays, to approve 
or veto.  Fortunately, K-12 education was spared any major reductions for FY 20; there is still a disagreement 
between the legislature and Governor Dunleavy’s office over the $30 million one-time funding that was 
appropriated during the spring 2018 legislative session for FY 20 which has been moved to the Alaska court system 
for a decision.  However, our state’s other educational systems (the University of Alaska system and early child 
educational programs) were not so fortunate and are still unsure of what state funding will be available as they wait 
Governor Dunleavy’s decisions on HB 2001. Given the current discussions between the legislature and Governor 
over FY 20 educational programs, health and social services, and the ferry system, to name only a few, there appears 
to be strong evidence that FY 21 state funding for K-12 education could be precarious.   As a reminder, Governor 
Dunleavy’s original FY 20 budget called for a 20% reduction to state funding for K-12 education which would have 
entailed an approximate $1 million cut to CCSD decimating the educational programs that are currently available for 
our students.  It is imperative that we all stay vigilant and  provide strong, coordinated advocacy on behalf of K-12 
public education during the 2019-20 school year.  
 
In closing, CCSD is eager for the upcoming school year and getting back to work with our greatest resource on the 
island – our children.  Thank you for sharing your students with us and providing us the opportunity to support their 
educational endeavors.  Although these current political times are unprecedented in our state’s history, we do have 
the opportunity to make a difference on behalf of our students by staying engaged with Representative Kreiss-
Tomkins’s and Senator Bert Stedman’s offices and letting our voices be heard about the educational environment we 
believe our children deserve.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me at the phone number listed above or the email 
address below if I can provide additional information about any of the items noted in this letter.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Chris Reitan, CCSD Superintendent       
Email: creitan@craigschools.com 


